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Abstract: Col Goodier was originally commissioned in the army coast artillery in sep 1908, and stationed at fort hancock, Sandy Hook NJ; went into the aeronautical branch of the signal corps in 1912 at College Park MD, at that time the only army aviation station in the country. He tells of early flying training at North Island off San Diego CA. Glynn Curtis ran a flying school on the island. Col Goodier was trained by Curtis and issued pilot license No. 200. Curtis also trained some Japanese pilots. They called the old planes "grass cutters" because they never went very high. he talks of how flimsy the planes were and tells of his first accident with one, and illustrates the power of the engines by telling of a pilot who put his arm through a running engine propeller and only suffered bruises. The engine stopped cold. He tells of his first cross-country flight and many other stories of the early aircraft and flying.
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Subject: BROADWICK, TINY
Abstract: discusses the first 59 aircraft delivered to the army. Discusses the little money around in those days, for instance, he was asked to pay his own fees for a medical consultation while he was sick in an army hospital. Lists by name all the enlisted men that were present on North Island and did maintenance on the Curtis aircraft (1912 and 1913). Tells of engine problems on first tractor type airplanes. Some of the first parachute jumps were made at north island (1914). He participated in some of the first bombing attempts from an aircraft. They used 50-pound bombs. He stated that many things were discovered in the United States but that congress would not put money into further research, and, as a result, they were developed overseas. He was practicing slow speed flying with Martin (he does not say this is Glynn Martin), and they crashed. He came out of it pretty good after a long convalescence. in 1916 and 1917 he went to detroit to form an aviation reserve. While there, he visited plants such as packard where they were doing experimental work on engine design for aircraft. First woman parachute jump (1913) by Miss "Tiny" Broadwick (b.1896). (See pictures this collection.)
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Subject: SQUADRON/0001/AERO
Abstract: tells of his first flight in a wright aircraft and first flight in a hydrotype aircraft (seaplane). Tells of the reasons flying boats were not used for dual place training. Tells about rebuilding wrecked airplanes, giving them numbers, and flying them again. One such reconstructed plane made an altitude record for the time. He did not like wright aircraft and refused to fly in them. Tells of the many early pilots that got killed in the wright type "c" aircraft. Later the army gave up on pusher type airplanes altogether and went to tractor types. He names a great many of the pilots who were flying at north island during the 1911 to 1914 period, and he names a great many who were killed in both the Curtis and Wright aircraft. Pilots had to be mechanics in those days. One incident related had to do with his spark plugs fouling out. He had to land and clean them. He thinks the old north island bunch were the origin of the 1 aero squadron. He tells of the medical officers they had and thinks there was no real aviation medicine as such in those days. He tells of the first loop in a biplane, and the George E.M. Kelly’s accident. He speaks of the Curtis interest in speedboats and talks of crash boats. He thinks the civilian pilots of that day should be interviewed for the air force history program.
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Abstract: Col Goodier continues by telling of his 3 "firsts." They were first army officer qualified to fly at north island; first person to crash a flying boat (seaplane); and first to crash a Jenny (Curtis). He speaks of his father's trail by courts martial and explains how it changed great many things in the air corps. Claims there are 2 conflicting reports dealing with his father. He was sent to Mexico to help solve airplane vibration problems; the motors and propellers did not match. Tells about his trip to Detroit and the many people he met there who were involved in aircraft engine design. He was asked to take command of the base at Essington PA. Field was called Chandler Field. Tells about the whirling chair test, to test the pilot's sense of balance. His unit moves to Lake Charles Air Station LA. Mentions an airplne called a Thomas Morris, with a nome engine that killed a lot of early flyers. Speaks of the Washington to New York mail route and the Jennies used on this route. At this point names many old time flyers or pilots of that period. He believes the brass hats deterred aviation in the early days. Speaks again of people who are still living (1957) that should be interviewed for more early aviation data.
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